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Who Can 
Tow? 

A Peace Officer, or a regularly 
employed and salaried 
employee, who is engaged in 
directing traffic or enforcing 
parking laws and regulations, of 
a city, county, or jurisdiction of a 
state agency in which a vehicle is 
located, may remove a vehicle 
located within the territorial 
limits in which the officer or 
employee may act. 



When 
Can We 
Tow?
CVC 22651

(a) Poses a traffic obstruction on a bridge or tunnel.
(b) Poses a traffic obstruction on a public roadway.

(c) Vehicle is reported stolen (recovery). 
(d) Blocking an entrance to a private driveway.
(e) Preventing access to firefighter equipment (hydrant).

(f) More than 4 hours on freeway right of way.
(g) Driver becomes ill or incapacitated. 
(h) Driver is arrested. 

(i) Issued 5 or more parking citations.
(j) Illegally parked with no plates or VIN.
(k) Over 72 hours after notice has been given. 



When Can 
We Tow? 
Continued 

(l) Illegally parked obstructing street cleaning, repair or construction.
(m) Illegally parked when signage has been posted.

(n) Parking prohibited by local ordinance.
(o) On a roadway with expiration expired more than 6 months.
(p) Driver Unlicensed.

(q) More than 24 hours in common interest development.
(r) Illegally parked blocking movement of legally parked vehicles.
(s) More than 8 hours in rest area.

(t) Cited for 25279 CVC.
(u) Cited for 11700 CVC.



Impounds         
  & 

Evidence

• CVC 14602.6  Whenever a Peace Officer 
determines a person was driving while 
suspended, unlicensed or without an 
Ignition Interlock Device, the Peace Officer 
may order a 30-day impound.

• CVC 22655 A Peace Officer may remove a 
motor vehicle from a highway or public or 
private property when the vehicle was used 
in a crime or that the vehicle contains 
evidence, which cannot be readily removed. 



Who 
Tows our 
Vehicles? 

We contract with three local 
tow businesses, who remain 
on a rotation 24 hours a day.  

1. Sequoia Towing
2. Tow Pro Towing
3. Colby’s Towing



Why Do 
We Tow?

• Driver arrested/No licensed driver available.
• Collision Scenes/If no owner’s request.
• Stolen vehicle recovered/Owner unavailable.
• Quality of life.



When the driver has 
been arrested.
-Liability
-Crime Prevention



Traffic Collision scenes



When a stolen vehicle is 
recovered. 



Quality 
of Life



Quality of 
Life issues 

• Neighborhood aesthetics
• Available Parking for property owners and their 

guests 
• Illegal businesses operating in residential zones
• Theft
• Dangerous conditions

• For children
• Hazardous materials

• Lowers property values



Quality of Life



Quality of Life



Quality of Life



Abandoned Vehicle 
Abatement (AVA)

• The AVA Program was implemented by the State 
Legislature under Sections 22660-22664 of the Vehicle 
Code of California to remove abandoned, wrecked, 
dismantled, or inoperable vehicles or parts thereof, from 
private and public property as nuisances.

• These nuisances must not be visible from the street or 
any other public or private property. Exceptions to the 
legislation are such that a vehicle may be completely 
enclosed within a building, in a lawful manner. 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=11.&chapter=10.&lawCode=VEH&article=1.


Vehicle 
Release 
Fees

• $125 at Police Department
• $270 at Tow Yard (CHP)
• $65 per day fee (CHP)

     **$2,345 rate for 30 day impound**
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